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MY BUSHFIRE PLAN 
Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Emergency Services) [9.16 am]: I would like to take this opportunity 
to update the house on the exciting new website and app that was introduced by the state government last year to help 
all Western Australians plan for bushfires. My Bushfire Plan is a mobile responsive website and an Australian-first 
companion app, designed and built right here in Western Australia. It provides members of our community with 
one place to prepare, print, share and update their bushfire plan anytime from any device. This means it is easily 
accessible if a bushfire threatens and they need to act. 
Over summer, My Bushfire Plan was supported by a hard-hitting new advertising campaign “How Fireproof is 
Your Plan?” that ran on television, radio and print, online, outdoors and in social media. Our state is more than 
90 per cent bushfire-prone, yet only about one in 10 Western Australians have a bushfire plan. The new campaign 
urged people to rethink their personal risk and plan what they will do if a bushfire strikes. The campaign depicted 
real-life bushfire scenarios and the consequences people face when their bushfire plan is not comprehensive enough. 
I am pleased to inform the house of the great success of the campaign, the website and the app. We achieved many 
of our objectives, including a 28 per cent increase in the number of people who wrote a bushfire plan after seeing the 
campaign. There was also a 20 per cent increase in the number of people who spoke to their family or housemates 
about their bushfire plans. We saw more than 17 300 downloads of the app, with 12 786 plans created. Interestingly, 
about 92 per cent of these plans were to leave early, rather than stay and defend. My colleague the member for 
Swan Hills will be pleased to know that the suburb with the most plans created through the app was Ellenbrook 
with 102, very closely followed by Baldivis with 97. The member for Warren–Blackwood will be interested to know 
that the country town with the most plans created was Margaret River with 78. I can also report to the Premier that 
seven plans have been created in Rockingham and nine in East Rockingham. 
We all know the importance of having a bushfire plan. The introduction of this new website and app has made 
it easier than ever before to create a plan. I urge all members to encourage their community to visit 
www.mybushfireplan.wa.gov.au and make a plan ahead of the next bushfire season. 
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